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PRINCE OF WALES MUSEUM OF WESTERN INDIA. 


The Miiscum is open to iKe public from tOa.m. to 5-30 or 6 p.m. 
on all days of the week except Monday. It h however kept open on such 
Mondays as are gazetted public holidays. It is closed on Coed Friday 
and Christmas Dayp Admission is free on all days except Wedneidayt 
when a fee of 2 annas per person is charged. 


EXHIBITS IN THE I^UBOC GALLEIUES. 


Ground Hoor 


Intermediate floor,. 


Top floor 


Vestibule 

«.. Large bronzes, etc. 

Central Hall 

,, Statuary and textiles^ etc. 

East Wing 

,. Brahmanical gallery' and 

memorial stones. 

West Wing 

,, European^ Chinese, Japanese 
and Indian exhibits. 

^North Side 

, - jain and Prehistoric gallery. 

^Centra! 

«« Invertebrate an(k ecoj^omic 
botanical gallery- ^ 

East 

«« Buddhistic and cpigraphical 
galleries and't^3Wr room* 

West 

* - Copies of Ajanta Frescoes and 

Indian paintings, 

North 

* * MisccHaneous antiq u i 1 1 e s 
gallery. 

"Central 

.. Manuscripts, etc* 

East 

Western and Indian paintings, ■ 
** Western and Endian paintings, 
draperies etc. 

West 

North 

Jade^ Chinn, Tibetan exhibits. 
Venetian ^ glass, lacquer* 
ivory*, hidrl, brass* etc. ^ 

South 

** Arms and armour (and 
minerals)* 

^The Gem Room. Small Enropean paintings* 
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GENERAL 

A census taken for a week showed that ag in the ptevious 
years so also daring the year nnder review the number of 
visitors averaged to over 2.000 a day on the free days despite 
the fact that certain Art Galleries^ on account of repairs, and 
practically all of the Natural Histor>’ galleries, due to complete 
reorganisation of the Section, remainclos^ to the public. 
The popularity of the Museum is still increasing. 

The Trustees have been expediting the work of installing 
and exhibiting the collections in the Museum extension with 
the obfect of opening the new galleries to the public as early 
as possible; but the amount of work which has stiil to be 
accomplished, particularly in the Natural History ^ction which 
is being re-modelled entirely on^ modem lines, and the pauci^ 
of requisite funds, are the main causes for postponing the 
opening to the early part of 1938. The Tmstees, however, 
are confident that the delayed opening will be more than 
compensated for by the added attraction and instruction which 

* the new galleries will afford to the public. 

The lAcc; Jlitstandlng addition during the year has been the 
collection of world famous antiquities excavat^at Mohenjo- 
Daro in'^^nd. Thanks to the Government of oo^ibay. their 
share of the antiquities was kindly made over to the Museum 
by Mr. BlakJston. the late Director General of Archieology 
in India. 

The noteworthy exhibitions in attractive settings in the 
galleries in the main building are the magnificent Art collections 
of the late Sir Dorab Tata, and the important collections of 
Mughal paintings and fine copies of the Ajanta frescoes of the 
Rt. Hon'ble Sir Akbar Hydari. 

# A reference must be made to the inter^ti^ and illuminating 
Report on the Museums of Indi^. by Mr. S. F. Markharn, 

"1 and Mr. H. Hargreaves, which has pubbhed by the 
I Museums Association, London* The Pnnce of Wal^ Museum 

' on the whole has emerged very favourably from the Report 
and is placed high among the larger Museums of India. Never- 
^ theless, the Trustees realise that, if this Museum is to reacfi 
^ the high Standards of educational activities obtaining in the 
^ -Museums of North-West Europe and America, it has much 
* leeway to make up to become a vital factor m the educational 

m 
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life of the city and the Presidency, The chief lmpedimenS| 
to this achievement is the lack of adequate funds. The 
Markham Import, while it states ** it is amazing what has been * 
d.one, particularly at Bombay and Madras on budgets below 
those of the principal towns of the British Empine and the 
U. S. A.”, points out that “ The pitiful expenditure of less than 
£60,000 (Rs. 8,10,000) which serves over a hundred museums 
throughout the length and breadth of India is sufficient to 
support only three or four first-class institutions . 

An appreciation of C^tain Gladstone Solomon's services 
to the Museum, both as a Tnistee of the Museum and as Curator 
of the Art Section, was recorded by the Trustees at a meeting 
of the Board. 

The progress of the working of the main Sections is detailed 
in the sub-joined Reports of the Curators. 

An abstract of accounts of Receipts and Payments for the 
year appears in Appendix I, and. the names of the Trustees and 
the members of the staff are shown in Appendix II, 
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AFtENDDC I 
CURRENT FUND* 

>4|d^racf tif /nOMH mf BxpVii^tc iw ihe gtat 193^37, 


til 


0^4»f falgryx 


Ctwrtervd Bimlc^ 
PotnHwnt Ad' 


Ri^ L 

1561 11 4 

1^ 0 o’ 


3.76t n 4 


f - 
^ • ' 




W .. «y825 s 4 


E^cpcnditunk 


Ri. fl . p+ 

lJ6i 13 4 


To M unkapfl] Gf»nl . ^ 15^X10 0 0 

„ Government Cf mt *. 303XK) 0 0 

« Aitminiwi Feet i.*i L040 4 0 

Inlemt cm Cuffcnt Aeoimb 52 6 0 
,4 P^ymeflt by N. Hi SceiKHkj 
lowtfilt ' 

I {o}^ Eleetzk Eneffisr +^J 307 12 0 

(6) Mufucipftt Thska 303 2 0 

H SJe ^ CMalofm 23^ 14 O' 

FlCtuii^Fckiteftrli. ; 

Rmvefy Itcun the Rwbt 37 2 0 
Hoimn^le So/ A.' 

Hytkri ^oii ^otmi of, 
jnnii'uxe" 6t't^ eollcc- 
^on. 

«* Sole Pro^pedb from tke 1^992 6 0 
Gorilcai. ^ 

„ Soto Pr«xw!t of Fettf 6 S 0 

Amdet. ^ 

' It EitopnLnoticin Foe en Con¥ 04 0 0 

H TAbi^ fnHii Rcttfvt^ 4,000 0 0 
^ Fimd loimlDffial. I 


fi^ Elt4kEikn4ciiit 
„ Boir^o CfHiliOHitkra to- 
^ wordt Piovadeiri FuncL 
H Conimffoot Dur^ 

» SCitkcmefY 
Pottipe m Tdesnim 

„ FumiliifC^-Ortice 
.« Wuluiig ond Oetnibi 
n EJec^ tnercr Quiw 
,1 M iRik^wl Tmi 4 
i, Frintms qI Anmul RqporUk 
^ AiuOl re» .. 
.tTeteekoaH 
ti Fomiue of Bwb 
li MemWikip of Sodctiei 
„ Lib^ GlAioili^ el& 

„ Prifttmf iil Piaure Po«l- 
<»rdi- 

„ Rutoriitina 111 Pidiim 
„ Rdudwi <if Pknira 
„ CuTlutU for PiclaiiM 
I, fiMiriiia etur g o Hrf an 

^ ol 

Exhibits 

pt Dtnunv ifld Mnidiiii ol 

bikSqtL 
„ Li W - - 

H Gudee Asd QarouralA 


Rt, A* Pv 

47,459 3 0 
3 J47 6 0 


E552 H 
445 3 
96 5 
152 0 
320 5 
632 15 10 
2.110 0 0 


24g 

530 

230 

536 

i5 

S4t 

95 


IP OlWBg BoUfICC 

Ri. p. 

QuiflEr^ BtnL 1307 14 D 

Peanmanxt Ad- 1.200 0 0 


540 0 
46 12 
15 0 
99 15 


95 0 0 

92 11 0 

164 5 6 
4350 6 0 


61.117 7 4 


2.707 14 0 


2J07 14 O' 


To(4 *. £6325 5 4 


I F. lACOBS, 

Si^creuty* 

Rri|K4 ^ Wdci Mtttftioi of ^otem 
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BUJLDINC fund* 

o/ /nconc and Eiptndifmt for iht !936-3f. 
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appendix I (4. 

Miirod «f /neamc onJ Expaidilim jot tht near I936-J7i 


.LacsSSc. 


E^Epefiditi^- 


RESERVE fumd. 
Ri. t, p. 


Rl p . 


To Opcn^ BmIkhc 

Rs. N. p, 

iHipcruJ BaiJc I» 66i^ 0 0 

Chtii^ul Eknk. 7R4D3 4 


s.m 4 I 


a,088 4 1 


To IntefMtofiScnlfitM* & 0 

R, In^Mt on Cuimrt Aapunt 5i 10 0 
,« TrwMfcf from BuMmg 40J()C0 0 0 

Extcnkm Fund> 


Toiil e.[ MB15 6 I 


Araauni of Sob^nttK» Iktbl-^. 
Gwcmmonl PfooiUioiy: • 
No*m <bce 
Ri. 431.500 ^ 


ByTfifwftrioCiifTiiitFioid. I 4.000 0 0 
„ Tnrwfc^ to Building FuhL I ZjOOO 0 Q 
H toui 10 Ntiunil HUlofr 0 0 

„ Furcimo d Socurititit 45317 14 4 
(fioc vtlwe ^ 44«DOO). 


By Gotint B«linc« 

Ik. ^ 
faipaul loii^ .. 674 S 0 

C^rtcfldBmE II32I 15 0^ 


12.W 7 9 


Totol 


43,517 14 4 
!2*OT 7 9 


66315 6 1 


TnO^joiinc Bd«fiee --| 

* Ri. pJ 

tmpcrinIBini 41 4 0 

Chi^atdEtiik. 1.499 6 3 


\jm 10 3 


exhibits fund 

Ri. Mu Pr 
um 10 3 


, Ininoti on SraariSe* 
lifteot ofl Gin^ 


s .J 4.491 12 

AocDnm! 14 15 


Toi.1 7,137 5 3 


i 


Atnount of SoculttiH 
^b^rtmiiiHCDi rVomiiioni 

NdIci (tm vnhiBfr 
. III. 1.43300. I 


I 

fc of EiOubila—I 2j 
oloriciil S «tkn . 
f d Eiaarti—Arv 1.^ 


l^irdbuo of ,^0ubii3 
j\rch«ol< 

^ PinriiK I 
Section. 


Rt. i. p. 

2329 » 10 
,44S 0 0 


fiy Qoiill^ Btiance 

Rl. n, p. 
ImpCfid Bank 44 8 Q 
Oiirt^ Bink 3.417 3 4 


1.46Z1I 5 


Total 


3.674 9 10 
3a462 n 5 


7.S37 5 3 





























APPBMUX 1 fcHttinU. 

Miiract of Inciunt oflJ ExpaiOun fof theittm 19%-37-eofileL 




Income. 


Exipftniijtuiy^ 


BUILDJKG EXTENSION FUND. 


Td O^Kfiinf Bdstice 


R*, ■. Ph 

85.2S5 a 6 


By E^Untw 


„ Ri^mtruciicm of 

Scryuiift' W. C« 


lili! 


Ri; L pu 

3:5^ 0 0 

im 6 0 


Ri. *, p, 

Qhmncnd Btnk 10.2^ B 6 

FIxmI Dvpofiu, 

CefUb^ Bulk. 75,00D 0 0 

■ ,: 

6 6j 


*, lolcrat«aFii!«!ilDtpPi^i . 

„ firtcrHtoaiCuiTU|lAmiiiri| 

„ Sdc ol T&httood Window' 
Prune*, 



■■ S^owCuci — ^AreLcolt^cil 

S,224 7 0 


Section. 



.1 SIww CnM^Ait Section. 

IB.S8I 5 0 


M Iron Rulifi^ . 

' TOO 0 0 


M Tiuiifex Do Fund | 

1 

40,nM) 0 0 

I 



73390 2 0 

tv«Z 1 4 

1 

j 

1 

' ' f 

IS2 10 0 



75 0 0, 

Balusw-^^Oiuter^' 

’ I3.5t5 t TO 



86,905 3 10 

TotJ 

86,905 3 TO 


J. F. JACOBS, 

Secrttiry^ 

Frmoc of W*ln of Willem Indk 


























AFI€NDIX l(A 
PROVIDENT FUND. 

VUwfntd o/ Rjxaplt and far lAc uttf 1936^-37. 


- - — f ---- - 

RHcipti; 

Fi^niU. 



Rl l p. 


Rl. A. 

To Opening BiUncv 

6,471 0 6 

Piymcfili tc Subucnbon . . 

3,566 2 0 ' 



„ Purc^AH dl Sacatfilki 

10.200 4 5 

FU. A. p. 


(|«* value Ri.0^K 


CKiTt^Kd Bank 6.371 0 & 





/ 



PcrnuiH^i 100 0 0 




TUKT. _ 



13,774 6 3 . 

6.47! 0 6 


By Ckuinf Balance 

4i55 3 1 

- 


Ri. ■- 


To Ccjnbribtii,ioni . 

3,761 13 0 

QiirtcfeidBank 4,153 3 1 


Booni'i CemirilMmofM 

3J47 6 0 

Pcnniemt Ad- 100 0 0 




vanKe. 


Lmu tniflid by St^ 

1528 4 0 

. 


■oibcm 




^ 1l)f«f]ef t of^^enni ikf 

25OT S 0 



Intcr^t^ GcnvntAcBNinC. 

II 1$ 0 

4,255 5 1 


\ 


-- 






TobJ X. 

14029 11 6 

1 Toul «« 

34029 11 6 



Amount of Soairltiti hM Gowntnent 
Profftitnor)' Nute* (titie vulue) Rf. 69.500. 




J.F. JACOBS, 

S«rvCK<7. 

Frinfic (4 Wkla MiJsami ol lotik. 
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APPENDK 1 

NATURAL HISTORY SECTION. PRINCE OF ^Ai£S MUSEUM-^RQVIDEOT 

FUND. 


>l&*^racf of Raxipis and Pa]/menl* for y«rr 1556-37- 


P«rucuLn« 

Rcorifvtii 

PutlcoUfi- 

FA3rmnti. 

* 

Rt t. p. 

E*. «- p*. 

Rtr ■« p% 

BulkBolince on It4 April I5J&< 

2,943 6 n 

Pnymenls to 2,634 3 Gi 




Subtcribcn^ 


Riu ft. p. 






PuftA**eof Se*i- 3.951 4 0 


Sobnibcn Cfflfi- 1,790 1 0 


rilnfnce v^ut 


tributhooi^ 


Ri.4j)00. 


CoKtri- U66 1 0 


— ‘ ^ 

6i85 7 0 

buftcnfc 


-Bulk BaIhKc od 3|il Menb' 

U\7 3 4 



1937. 


IfiLtre*! pp 1.7^ 1 5^ 





5324 3 5 



Loua* Rcpud by Subtcribcn ;, 

535 0 0 



Toul 

8,802 10 4 

I Tfliil *. 

Si.8012 10 4 



Rl a. pw 

‘ 

31 |ier bhiL frommor^ Note 

1. .1 

3oaoo DO , 


Iaui I^^55 iE 5 per ocnt. 


500 0 0 


« I9.^M4 it 3 per ccni. 

.1 

2JOO 0 0 


II 19.^^^ Ad 31 «fii- 

-p 

im 0 0 ^ 


H 1947-30 ftt 31 


6,000 0 0 


wm 195 l-M « 3 p«f seni- 

.. 

4^ 0 0 

* 

Totil.FottVJue 

.. 

46,600 0 0 



22m 1 Apnl 1537 


P* M. D. SANDERSON. 

Chiuifun^ 

Ntttml Hlitocy 
Prince of W«lc« Mumfn, 
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APPOtDtX I {/). 

NATURAL HISTORY SECTION. PRINCE OF WALES MUSEUM. 

Slalanail ef v4ccmli tht StliittJ Stetiaa, Prncr <if Mai^an *4 IFolcre 

Ilf April 19}6lfl 3lri Maicfi 19J7. , 

i 9 


pArtkuWlr^ 

Rtfccipti 

1936-1937. 

PuticuUn^ 

Paymcnti 

1936-1937* 

Rfc p. 

Ri- *, 

i 

Rl i. pk 

Bulk B*luKe on. 19 9 


EuAtlalunnit 

23J35 0 0 

IM April 1936. 






Bolfdl Contribatkni lo 

1J88 \ 0 

Pcimwcni Ad- 100 0 0 


Pm^icnt Fuwt 


VUHK. 





107 9 i 

Conl^mt OiUf ci 

709 U 6 

GtfvtntnQ«itGnr»i. 29.700 0 O 


5rt«tM(s«iy 

mm 0 

IntcRft on oirrcot 17 B 0 


1 Poft and Tckpimi 

19 13 3 







EledTK cftcfy uid npkln 

360 B B 

AhaIIowicc on 112 12 D 




oocmnL of 

1 

Mounlmt Spedmeni . - 

2,406 7 0 

Forcft SocboD. 






Rent ... * + 

720 0 0 

S4ci of 6 0 0 




^ PunpUttv ” 


Mainluuiice Qiu^ 

303 2 0 

Salci ol MuMfidn 6 D 0 


Libvlii COiiloffuet 

m 14 6 

Giiide Boola, « 




■■ 


Fiinchuc of Spedmenf «» 

L 8 0 

Lom from 2J00 0 0 




M ui i \ li m 


Conilnictiw of new OKI 

2J09S 9 0 

TnutHL 


■nd iddilioiu and ahaiiiiKia 

1 

1 

-- 

32342 4 0 

iDobicwi. j 

1 

. 


Bulk BtluK£ tm 3lit Mui^h 

402 6 10 

L • 


1937. 


L 


PcrmiDcnt Adiuico 

100 0 0 

" ■ 

32.449 13 9 


32/449 13 9 



^ OomliAy, 23rd ApiiA f9!37. 


P. M. D. SANDERSOH 

Ouirtnui, 

Hiil4iy Spclvn^ 
Piiibcc of Wuci Myicvon. 






















APPENDIX II 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES FROM Jn APRTL 1936 TO Slrr MARCH m7. 




<N4^n iSf tht hodf. rk. m fww In (Hfcnlhciei w tKe owe chJi TmikC.) 

* I 

The Ho^wofvblc Sir PiiiJiozE C. Sethna. Ki^ O.B,E. (CD-optol by Iht Boud) Oitkmrn. 
(ncctcdX 

Mr* P, B. AiiVAyi, M Dirpct^ of L^iuirlfiip 

Mr, M. S. jAYAEill, M A, CAE., CdiKt^r of (a-offm) 1 ^ 10 Mh Odntcr I93& 

Mr. X E Swmnik, l.CLS., CoIlwtOf of Bunkiyp (a-effida) frain ^ October 17%. 

^1^9' FitSAp Dlrodor, Sir J* J, Scfiwl of Ait. 

Poraboy^ (er^,0k»J op to 24tn Muth 193?. 

Mr.C R;Gmw.ARC^. R£AjRai., Sir J. J, ScWI of An. Bomboy, 

fort^ciii') from I (ih April to lOiK July 1^ ind Iwio ZSth Mudi I9l37i 

The SofioiiiiKKlcTilp ArcllM3q®eol Sumy. PooEM. (et-^cwX 
M f. B. G_ pAMfLICAX, (M Iiiuiib*! Cpipofiticin}. 

Prof. V* G. BAp LLB. (Canuh^X l*r-«-L*w. OA, CMunidpel CorponEkm). 

Sir CdWASJI JtHAtiCIII. BerL. JCX^I-E. 03'E., M.I-A., (Nomlnotni by Oovemm^tl). 

Dr Mr B. ^MAH, MA. PkD.. pRTidpJ, Unt^ CoEtege, AraiKcri. (NoTnin.t«| by 

Dr, Ti S. Whsl^ Fb,D ,4 F,KO,r F.RiC, S&L# Diroctor, Royol loirltote of Scmimo, Bocnbarp 
{wininited by GOTtmeotnO- 

Rev. Fr. J. F. Cyra. S. J„ (Bembuy Ntfiml KulMy Sodety] up to lOth Nevembor 1936. 

Mt. ^M.D. SuawiSOH. FXS, NetanI Hiilary SooHy) Htb. Novelnber 

1936 . 

Mrh E FL- PjftATEX. EMi^JSif M.l..A., {Bombay Natural Klitory SooetyX 

Qfi. Cl Sr M Ah- Ph.D.. (Bornbiy BrOAcb Roy-il Aokatic SoocCyX * ' ^ 

Mr* S, D, SuautvaIhI. (Tmi Tnutcca). 

Drwon Bobadijr K, M- JlUVOu, MA, IJ.,Bh (Unrrd?^ of BombayX 
Mtp G. V. Achaeva, BA* M JtAS.p (Co-optoa by iW Bsoni). 




NATURAL HISTORY SECTfON COMMITTEE OF THE PRINCE OF WALE^ 

MUSEUM. 

R«y. Fr. J+ Fi CuiSi. SJh CAai>™i, {ebsted up to 10th Kcrmnbcr 1936X 

Mn P- M. D, SiTOcasWy FXS.p CAe^™. {c6«±«l from | Ith Nwember 1936X 

Dlmm BoWur 1C M. Jhavbi, M Ap LLB. 

Mr. S. R PtoiTm CMZSh M.LA 

STAFF* 

M r F* jAtoBy BSc., Semtory. 

Mr- G. V. AciMgVA* BA, M.RA.Sh Cuntor, Ardsvcilovca! Seeslon* * 

Mr+ R G. GYjUH* MA.* MJLAS., Auniant OuatfiTp Adwohigioil Sei. tH fi i. 

Mr.^^ ^ ^ SoLOwo«. K-i-H.. Rxfi.G, IXS.. FJLSA* Corator. AztSectlnu, to 24ikMinii 

Mr. L DTiMA, Atilulant Curator, ArtSeabanti 

Mr. S. H- PliATtj^ CiMJ^vS., MX-A.^ (Cuntfir^ Bambiy NBtund HiiliiPiy -Sooety) CuntoTh 
Kftturol Hulory Seclron. 

Mr. McOkn, (Anifftont Cimlor* Bombay NatutoJ Hiitof^ Soc^) Auktant Cuniotr 

rUlural Hiftcfy Sedxm. 





* 


SIDE OK srn D, TATA r,AIJJLRY 




































REPORT OF THE ART SECTION FOR THE YEAR 
, APRIL 1936 TO MARCH 1937 

PERSO^ENEL 

The Curator^ Cfipta.ln Gladstone SoloniQn, ptocceded to England on 
a short leave early in April 1936« and relinquished his poet as Curator 
of the Art Section on his retirement from the post of Director of the 
Bombay School of Art on the 25th March 1937, The Art Section 
records vdth'dcep regret its loss at the severarvee of his connection from 
the Art Section with which he was associated for the past eighteen 
years—since the very inception of the Museum* He was mainly instru¬ 
mental in establishing and developing this Section to its present high 
standard of efficiency and popularity. During his absence on leave^ and 
pending the appointment of a Curator* the Assbtant Curator, Mr* E. 
D'Lima, was in charge of the Ait Section. 

At the request of the authorities of the Sangli State the Assistant 
Curator of the Art Section, Mr* E. D'Lima, and Mr. R. G. Cyani, the 
A^istant Curator of the Archeological Section^ were deputed to Sangli 
to advise in the re-arrangement of the exhibita in the collection of the 
State, building. After carefully listing and classifying the 

exhibits ihey submitted their report to the Fourth Counciltor, Sangli 
State* who acknowledged on behalf of the State the appreciation of the 
services rendered by the Assistant Curators, and thanked the Trustees 
for lending their services to the Darbar, 

LABELS AND CATALOGUES 

Considerable attention was paid to the wurk of labelling the exhibits* 
AJjout 350 specific labels were prepared for the Chinese porcelain exhibits, 
the Relics of the Satara Kings, and some objects from the Sir D. J. Tata 
Collection, Descriptive cellophane labels on glass have been introduced 
in some of the show cases of the Sir D* j. Tata collection. Forty Rajput 
and MugbaJ pointings appropriately labelled with descriptions 

and notes, and brass labels bearing the names of the caves from which 
they were copied, were prepared for the Ajanta drawings. The 
descriptive labels are in the course of preparation* 

PUBUCITY 

_ M 

.The Curator published an article in the "" Times of India desenbing 
‘ the changes which have taken place in the Art Section galleries in conae- 

3 uence of the allotment of new galleries to it on the expansion of 
1 C Museum premises- 

At the request of the Editor of the Illustrated Weekly of Irwlia " 
permission wag given to him to photograph the newly set tip Sir D. J. Tata 
^loll^tion Gallery. The illustrations appeared in the “ Times of India ** 
and in the " lUusttated Weekly " with a abort note on the Collection* 
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photographing of EXJUSTTS i 

Permission to photc^ph eitKibits in tke Art Section for reproduction 
in boolcs and journals or required rnerely for the purpose of ^tudy^ lyas 
given^ 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE SHOW CASES 

The construction of the show cases for the new galleries^ which was 
token in hand last year, was complete during the present year. Several 
more show cases had to be made to meet the requirements in Sir D, J, Tata 
Gallery. Entirely new show cases were dcsignjed and constructed for 
Sir Akhar Hydarl Gallery of Ajanta and Indiati pictures. Alterations 
were made In several old show cascs^ fitting them with glass sherves for 
the Continental exhibits : in some show cases nickel fittings for hanging 
draperies were added. Wooden moveable rails have been set up for the 
protectEon of some ornamental exhibits. 

KEW galleries AND TRANSFER OF EXHIBITS 

With the completion of the new wing five new galleries have come into 
the posseasion of the Art Section. This has necessitated re-arranging 
and re^dbtributlng the exhibits m the departments One of the galleries 
on the ground fioor of the inain building previously occupied by the Bird 
and Mammal department of the Natural History Section has been utilised 
for housing the newly acquired Sir D. J. Tata Collection. The Fish 
and Reptile Gallery on the Intermediate fioor, has been con^^ed into 
a separate gallery for the exhibition of the Sir Akbar Hydari Collections. 
This gallery was specially designed by the Curator in dark iMndling 
arranged along the alcoves of the gallery, in whicht for the first time, the 
fine copies of Ajanta Frescoes pemnanently donated to the Art Section 
by Sir Akbar Hydari, ore to be seen in a setting befitting tjjem. The 
intervening spaces In the gallery have been fitted with cases containing 
his Loan Collection of the Mughal paintings. Tbe three galleries in the 
new wing given to this Section contain^ respectively, the Refits of the 
Satara Throne Co] lection, comprising drapenes, fabrics, jade, and 
weapons; the School of Art Collection of drajjeries, fabrics, brass^ and 
musicai instruments j and the collection of modem pointings. 

The work of transferring the exhibits in the new golJerie? was 
commenced in July and Is nearing oompletioo. 

SIR AMBAR HYDARE LOAN COLLECTION 

The agreement between the Trustees of the Museum and the Right: 
Honourable Sir Akbar Hydari will probably be renewed for a further 
period of three years. A revised list giving numbers and alterations in . 
the titles was prej^ared. 

PURCHASE OF EXHIBITS 

The Trustees purchased a fine specimen of Indian craftsmanshjp, 
a carved stone seat, executed In the Reay Art Workshops of the Sir J- J. 
Schixjl of Art. It is an ornamental throne resting on four l^s shap^^^ 
like dolphin and lotus. The back of the throne is divided into two comport¬ 
ments. The lower compartment has three panels l the middle one shows 
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C^anesh seated on a fuli blown lotus m eUIxir'Ately carved arabe?quc+ In 
the side panels dwarfs are shown playing with swans in lotus rhizomes^ 
The upper compartment is arched^ the sides ending m two conventional 
flowers- The arms of the throne are also elaborately carved. Two 
lions are carved on both sides of the second step of the throne. 

Five modern Indian paintings were acquired during the year for the 
Art Section^ namely (1) " Ras Nritya " by Bhanu Sitiart {No. 306)* 
(2) Street Singer^" by M. Bbatt (No. 307), (3) " Garba Dance” by 
D. C. Bhojwani (No. 308). (4) Shringar fTollet) V. Mali (No. 309), 
(5) " Love Lingers ” by R. D- Dhopesbvirark^ (No. 310)^ 

" Ras Nritya” size 3-1" by Bhanu Smart. 

A party of beautiful women dressed in lovely clothes is going round in a 
dance called mi. They arc keeping time by striking small sticks which 
they hold in their hands. On the right side a boy and girl are watching 
the dance. On the left a woman is playing the 

Street Singer ' size 22^^ ^ 13"^ by M, Bhatt. 

A street singer dressed in handt and turban k playing on an 

“ Garba Dance size I3J X 2^ D- G. Bhojwani. 

The subject matter of this picture is the Garba Dance of Guferat and 
Kathiawar. A set of beautiful girls dressed in all fineries are seen dancing 
and clat^ing. in various attitudes. The grandpa of the house is wit- 
ne^ing the dance seated on a cAorpoi. The flute, cymbal, and dhfd players 
are accompanying the dance. 

Shringar" size l)'^-7|*' by V. Mali. 

A lady seafed on a carpet is performing ber toilet before a looking glass. 
She Kaa a sindum pot in one of her hands. She wears Marwari costume 
consisting of a cAo/i (bfxiice) and skirt, head ornaments* ami let, neck¬ 
laces, etc- The intentness of her face while arranging her toilet is very 
beautifully rendered- 

Love Ungers ” size Z'-fiT I Ij" by R. D. Dhppeshwarkar. 

The scene is adapted from the '' Sbakunlala ”, Shaknntala seated in the 
wilds of the hermitage, is playing with fawns. Her confidantes are 
lingering al^ut. On the right Dushyanta is looking at her gambols 
with a loving eye. * 


FURCMASE or BOOKS 

The following books were purchased for the Art Section Ubrary 
1. Asiatic Mythology—by J. Hackin and others. 

^ 2. The New Standard Encyclopaedia^—published by the Tim» 

of India- 

3» Ellustrated Souvenir of the Ejikibitiun of Persian .Art at 
Burlington Hcxise, London. 

j 4. Materials of Medieval Painting^by Daniel V* Tbompson- 
« 5. Modem Art in Western India—by IC H. Vakil. 

6. Directory'of the Museums of the British Isles. 
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The Art Section aUo subscribes to various Art Journals and periodiclls 
containing jilustratlonst critical articles and essays on art subjects, or 
dealing with museum tecbitiquCp such os Islamic Culture 
‘‘ Technical Studies in the Field of Fine Arts theMtiieums Journal ", 
" Times of India Annual etc. 

i 

loam of pictures 

Thirteen modem Indian paintings From the Art Section were loaned 
to the Gladstone Solomon Scholaj^hip Fund Exhibition held in December 
19% at the Sir J* School of Art* 

RESTORATION OF PICTIJRES 

Two Western paintings. Homely^ Don Juan in Hell " by C- Ricketts, 
A. R+ A.* and Saying Grace by Van de Herp^ were repaired ail’d 
varnished by the Curator. The pedestals of the marble and bronze 
sculpture! of the Sir D. J- Tata Collection were repaired and strengthened I 
and several pieces of Kashmir shawls and Cutch Fabrics were 

mended. 

visrroEts 

Among the distinguished visitors to the Museum who visited the Art 
Section this year were the Maharajas of fiLkanir and KapurthaJa, Lady 
Ratan Tats^ Mr. C. yaEdani, the Director, Archsologicai Department* 
Hyderabad State, with Mr. Taskar of H. E, H- the Nizam a Go^rnitientp 
Baroness Grenier, Archbishop Nicholas of Yugoslavia, and Dr. Harold 
Cotton of the Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagslaifp Arizona, U. S. A- 
The latter was much impressed with the method of display of the Art 
Section exhihils, this Museum being the only one on this aide^he had 
seen during his tour which attached any importance to the'method of 
presentation of the material to the public. 

Mr. Takeshi Kohayshi. Keeper of the Sculpture Department of fhe 
Imperial Museum, Tokio, was shown round the Art Section by the 
Assistant Curator who explained the methods employed in cleaning and 
preserving the exhibits, framing of Indian pictures^ etc. The names 
of the artists of several Japanese picture were deciphered by the 
visitor. 

The last to visit the Art Section a few days prior to the retirement of 
the Curator were Their ExcellencieSi the Governor and Lady Bra^ume, 
who spent a pleasant hour ippeedng the whole of the Art Section, 
including the new wing ^llearles. The distinguished visitoins were mudi 
interested in the Collections of Indian and Western pictures, the Arms 
exhibits and the beautiful jade and lacquer of the Sir Ratan Tata 
collection. 

miscellaneous 

% 

At the request of the Consul for Iran a list of the Manuscripts in Persian 
$cript in the Art Section was sent to him. 
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The work of repairs to tKe whole of the ceilings in Picture Gallen^ 
I and V» anci of the Armoury Celery V[, Mras completedp and all the large 
paintings belonging to these galleries, which had been stored away else¬ 
where, were brought back and rehungt and the galleries once more thrown 
open after having been closed to the public for several months. 

* 

garden 

TTic supply of flowers during the was wdl maintained, except for 
short periods when owing to failure in gentiination or retarded powth 
of the seedlings on account of excessive heat, there was a diminish^ 
supply. During the Christmas season there was a plentiful supply of 
chr^anthemumsp while the sale of palms and plants and the demand for 
their hire for hall decoration on various occasionSp has been frequent, 
thus indicating the growing popularity of the Museum garden. 

MOTI CHANDRA, 

Curator, Art Section. 




REPORT OF THE ARCHjEOLOGICAL SECTtON 
FOR THE YEAR APRIL 1936 TO MARCH’(937. 

PERSONNEL ' 

THe Cumtor iwBs away on leave on average pay lor 16 days in May and 
7 days in janiuTy of this year. He also procci^ed on tour for about 
20 days to Mohenjodaro (Sindh) to receive the Bombay Government's 
share of antiquities for this Museum. He was accompanied by the 
Gallery' Assistant, Mr, C. R. Singhal. 

During the Curator's absence from Headquarters, the Assistant Curator 
carried on the work of the Section. He also availed himself of leave on 
average pay for 16 days from the 22nd of May 1936. 

In view of a large number of exhibits requiring early attention and 
constant care, the Qiemical Assistant. Mr. V. A. Bartavalliar, was relieved 
of hb clerical duties and placed solely In charge of the scientific cleaning 
and preservation of exhibits in the Section. 

A new post of Typist-Clerh for the Section was, therafore, created and 
sanctioned by the Trustees. Mr. K. G, Phadke, B,A„ a steno-typist 
and a Sanskrit scholar of Poona, was appointed front the 4th of May 

1936. 

REARRANGEMENT 

The original roomu of the Section Office had to be vacated and turned 
into a passage to the new wing. The office was shifted from the east to 
the western lobbies vacated by the Natural History Section. TTjp present 
spacious accommodation has provided room for a suitable R^ing Room 
attached to the Library of the Section where scholars can read the various 
scientific and literary journals placed on the table and can also refer to 
the books from the Library, « 

Inscribed slabs from the old Epigraphical Gallery as well as ty’pical 
and reprnentatiye specimens from the Silahara land grants and the 
Canaresc inscriptions lying in the south-east verandah on the ground door 
were removed to the new Epigraphical Gallery in the extension where 
they are arranged in chronological order on a raised running plarfonn 
surmount^ by wooden frames and plywood cut-mounts. This design 
of displaying the stone slabs was approved by the Trustees and has been, 
very much appreciated by some of the distinguished visitors. 

Gallery of the Prehistoric Antiquities is also fitted with specially 
designed show-cases, painted to suit the dull-coloured objects froih 
Mohenjodaro and other sites. In these show cases are stored thft 
statuai^', seals, pottery, stone and topper implements and such other 
antiquities brought from Mohenjodaro together with those from Naru- 
jodaro, etc.,^in the Khai^ur State. These will be supplemented Iw the 
other pre-Kistoric exhibits In the old galleries, before the Gall^ is 
thrown open to the public. * 
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Plans for exKititing tKesc antiquities op scienbBc lines and to the best 
advantage are being devbed. 

The Anthrofiological exhibits placed m the cupboards on the groiuid 
floor were removed to the CalJery of Miscellaneous Antiquitiea (Gallery 
No. 7) and ad^ for the present displayed op the shelves of the wall cases. 

The ailtiquities received by way of present or on loan as well as those 
purchased during the course of the >'ear v^ere exhibited in the respective 
galleries according to their classification with suitable tabelsi 

NUMlSMAnCS 

Treasure Trove finds from the Bombay Presidency were forwarded 
by the local authorities for examlnatian through the Bombay Branch 
of the Royal Asiatic Society from time to lime* which were examined* 
assigned and returned with reports including lists of coins selected 
out of the diflerent lots of coins for the Cabinet of this Museum. 
233 silverp 1*526 copper and 548 biilon Treasure Trove coins were thus 
examined during the year under report. 

Similarly 1% gold* 37 siK^et and 186 cop|>er coin^ that were ollered 
for sale by different collectors and^ dealers were also exaipined w ith 
a view to malcc sdectiqns out of them for the Museum Cabinet, 

A big lot of 1,262 coin® from Mr^ F. C. Petit and another one of about 

a thousand coins from His MajestyMint and several gold* silver and 

^copper coin^' from Baraundah Slate in Central India and Bundi State in 

Raiputana were also examined, assigned and returned lo the owners with 

reports of identihcation and valuation. 

» * 

Lisls^f Treasure Trove coins offered for distrihution were received 
from the'Governments of the Central Provinces* the United Provinces* 
^Bihar and Orissa and Punjab, out of which coins required for our Cabinet 
were selected* Requisitions for such coins were made to the respective 

* Covf^ments who arranged to present such coins as could be made 
available in due course. 

The coins thus received hy way of present under the Treasure Trove 
Act or otherwise as also those purchased from time to- time during the 
year form Jthe built of the Numismatic Acquisition* 

Due to a large number of persons approaching with a request to 
examine their collections of coins, which was hitherto complied with free 
of charge, a considerable part of oflice time was occupied in the work* 
^ To improve this state of affairs the Trustees made rules whereby, except 
^certain rwogidscd institutions and learned societies* all have to pay the 
prescribed fee for the examination of their coin collections* About 2300 
coins were ecamined under these rules during the year. 

guides, labels, etc* 

Tentetive labels for antiquities excavated at iChaiipiir State were 

* PTep|i<^ and placed in position* 

Labels for the new Epigfaphical Gallery are being drafted and arrange- 
^menls are complete for printing them on cellophane paper. 
MO-iBfcY67-2 




photographic work 

With a view to laving a permanent record oF the exhibits it is intended 
to keep photographs of all the exhibits in the galletiee, case by case, or " 
in smaller groupSi. if necessary. 

To begin withp all the stone inscriptions in the rmv Epigraphical 
Gallery were photographed before arranging them in their present 
poffition. These photographs* along with the prints of the other inscrip¬ 
tions photograph^ previously are arranged in chronological order in 
albums to facilitate collective and comparative study. 

In addition lo this some images and coins were photographed when 
they were required for study or for publication* 

A glance at the list of negatives in Appendix " E gives an idea of the 
photofrapKic work done during the year. 

cleaning, preservation and restoration 

The work of wholesale cleaning and preservation of exhibits in various 
galleries was taken up early in May and continued throughout the year 
by tbe Chemical Assistant. 

All anliquJlles from Naru-jo-daro and Kot-Diji in Khairpur State in 
Sindh and from Rangpur in the Umbdi State in fCathiawad were efeaned 
and some oF them were coated with the preservative solution. 

Similarly* nil the South Indian iron implements from thej^irc-historic ^ 
Qallery, about 30 brass and copper objects, several bronzes and 19 copper 
plate grants from the Brahman ical Gallery, the wooden panels from 
Thana* about a hundred enamelled tiles and Ifl carved bricb from the 
Miscellaneous and 13 plaques from the Buddhistic galleries wefi'^scientl- 
flcally cleaned and preserved. ^ 

180 silver* 340 copper and 39 lead coins that required cleaning before 
examination and preservation from the atmospheric effect while displaying 
in the Cabinet were sdentifically treated during the year. * 

Some broken inscribed slabs from the Epigraphical Caller>'t several 
pottery pieces from Sindh and some storage jars from Mohenio-daro 
were joined or pieced together and restored to their original form. 

education and research 

The Curator gave a lecture on Tlw Ancient Coinage of India " to 
the Post-Graduate students m the University School of Economics and 
Sociology of Bombay. 

He also read a note on " tbe significance of various signs on the K^ha- 
trapa coins"" at the occasion of the Annual Meeting of the Numismatic 
Society of India held at Udaipur and contributed an article in Gujarati 
on The Curator s Work in the Museum ""i published m two successive 
numbers of “ The Gujarati 

The Assistant Curator* Mr, R. G, Gyani, delivered a lecture ^ the 
inaugural meeting of the Bombay Field Club on “The Archeological 
explorations around Bombay 
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fte also guided the otcunion of the Gujarat ResearcK^e^ 
and gave a talk there on " The importance and antiquity of the sea-port, 

' ‘^TLern lecture on " The Ancient Ar^it^t^ 
delivered by. him under the auspices of the Forbea Gujarati babha. 

His article on “The Inseriprions from the JamilVIasfid at Dabhol 
is published in the latest issue of the Epigraphia Indo-Mosle™i^ 

A note on the Epigraphical acqulsltioiw durtng the year 1935-36 and 

the rWbli^ts of -cS unpublished m were 

supplied to the Government Epigraphist as desired by him. 

ACQUIsmONS 

Anliaultiea including images of stone and metal. imertW se^ and 
for the lection by way of present or by purchase m 

the usual course as they were onered- . . . , 

This was supplemented by a Urg« co lection of «"t|qumes from 

including ivofyrWilwIls ’ 

S».v« 1616. *xr, pu«h.«l 

for ,b, ™ ford.., „™he6 

b,®he lo” »ld. 151 .IW «.d 5 c,pp« roM, dunni, .b= 

' • Ot Ihm. I sold. AdltroVSrlX'Sirrf t^wAo* 

, tjresent under Treasure Trove ^ct 9 j 35 and 

-'Provincml Governments ; of the Exhibits Fund 

coins is given in Appendix » . . 

rr^ a a hundred publications mcluding some rare 

j(?u I ,™rts and memoirs of the Archseological Su^ey 

hwks. annual ^ and reports of the var.oiw 

. ii■" ‘"-i” 
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containing the results of ihe reseafcKcs of the various branch^ ot 
Archflcology, Art and Historyp were acquired for the Library of the ^ 



Hislor>' and Arcbscology, during the office hours on the premises* They 
are given all facilities to read in the Reading Room of the Section. 

Appendix C ” of this report is a detailed iLst of the books and 
other pubhcations added to the Library* during the year* 

(D) Blocks arvl Ntgaltves.—Only two half tone copper blocb were 
prepared during this year to illustrate the last Annual Report. Details 
of these are given in Appendix D 

Negatives of all such photographs of exhibits as were taken depart- 
mentJIyp either for study or publication, are preserved for future use 
and reference. These are detailed in Appendix E 

DrsTmemsHEz) visrroHS 

Mr* Ghidam Yazdanit the Director of Archwlogj', H. E. H. the 
NKam^s State* accompani^ hy Khwaja Muhd Ahmad* the Curator* 
Hyderabad Museum, visited the Museum, with a view to compare the 
Mohenjodaro exhibits with the antiquities excavated by H** E* H. the 
Nizam's Archaxilogical Department from an ancient site near Raichuf. " 
T^e points^ of similarity and contrast that reveaJed the influence of the 
Sindh and Deccan cultures on each other were discussed. * 

pr. ChakravanJ. the Epigraphist to the Covernmfint of fiy^Sa, also 
yisitrd the Museum to see certain Silhara and other V''-P«blished 
inscriptions in our galleries^ He was given facilities for taking the ^ 
estampages of such Epigraphs as were selected hy him. 1 

Mr. U* Lu Pe Win* Assistant Superintendent, the Archaeological 
Survey. Bunna Circle, and Mr, V. N* Singh, Curator of the Indore 
Musimm, came to see and study the Museum odizbits* They were shown 
round and certain points regarding the exhibition, arrangement and 
Labelling in the Indian Museums were diaemsed with them. 

APPRElOATlON 

Our thanks are due to the generous minded gentlemen and the p 
P rovincial Governments who enriched our galleries^with the linages.^ 
sculptures and coins from time to time, * 


G. V. ACHARYA, 

Curator, Archsological Section. 



21 

APPENDIX-A 
LUt qI Adtiquil]« ■c^wrM iuriaf tlw 1996-17- 
^ 0 PitimtsL 



l-Z. 

3- 

4, 

3, 

6 . 


Stonc^i^ b( (o« iitliw ill M ildiiteChwd nidw 

Inugc df »i»c Vi^KrMviic 

A ■^Ttfll Ifcnim cf (BraKcEn ?) uttfi OH ft cPooWiJe- 

Afttom Wflfftlwflimife^raalT*^^ ^ 

A itofic fe*od of ft W}' wirii btSf wivc*o4 oirty fttc* 


Muoiflannui— » i i» isi_* _j 

7-26* Twwiiy cky ^Uque* iwcubcd wht tlit cnLiLiidre ftnd «» Bdddhut crted. 


(ft) PlETt^oW- 

^ W Iduifcof tht Krtith™!!. wih «>ii»enplJ« ^uiL 

2». AmMk* with «i imaw^ ViaUl- ViJ. 2. SmL (616. 


appendix -B". 

Lin of CflliH itgnirtd dafuli 1196-31^ 



Send 

Nq> 

V 


*- 

PlfiMnled. 

% 


PkirdiAKd. 

% 


DjrihliSty^ 

V — 


Cold , ! 

Silvdf. 

Oipftr. 

GoU. 

Siirct, 

Copp«- 









* 



h 



1 

i 






1 

Aftdent lidifln (piMch- 



1 



16 ' 


-S-’ 


marlnd) 


X + 


■ i- 


' 3 



T 

KihIuew - ^ 


' *" 

* *■ 

1 

¥■ ■■ 






Kdutnpn 



\ 

* ■ 



*3 



4 

SttUftimiftn 4- 



"■ 

2 






5 

Turicft 


*- 


\ 


”2 




6 

^ 1 

KH!j] «■*' 

Tiqhiftq 


■‘l 

1 

t 

1 

- 

"l 


a ! 

Vr^iyuiftipBr 

1 

■ 1 







^ i 

Mftiwft 


' 

' 1 

■' 







Gojftnt 



106 

'l 

!' 


"'5 



u 

Muihiil 


X * 




% 



n 

^lii 


* + 

* ► 




2 


* 

13 

Eftit [ndia Ccvnpuir 
^ N«wd>of Awftdb 



** 

■ * 


** 

[ 


^ ■* 

14 


.. 

""c 

■. ■ 






15 

Buculi Stfttc .i 


' 

J 

**■* 


2 







i ■• ■ 

* ■*■ 








Totd 

w 

„ 1 

i ’ 

1 

116 

4 

i ’ 

35 

1 

M 



m 



—-- 






•^1 

y 

44 




.. — — 






Cnnd 




m 




» 





1 








} 
















































APPENDEC“C*V 

lift al B^oikt ^eqcDTBd dmii^ tli* f^mr 1S364?. 

0 Prtmnied. ■ 

ANNUAL REPORTS, 

1. Ajintul Report of the Varenin ReHuxh Sodety W 1934^31$. 

2. Araiifl Rtfuari of WfJw Mwttini of AntievuMob R&iktft. ioT lf35-36,. 

3< Anniul Rtpon of iho Roj^tWH Mutcum for fhc year eoienf Hit M^tfi f99J. 

4r /Vomul RrpOft of iJw Bbuuf«rW Dne;^ Rcfcurk lastlnilr W 1933^3^ 

% Aitnoil Report of iht E^navkdil Mmeufn^ LikWiv, for l9!35-36r 

6. Aiinoi] Report of ihfi Vkloru tod Albert M ukuip, Bonituy+1931-36. 

7. Report of the Curzon Miucum of Arcfueelo^gyk Mintro. for i93'5^36i 
B-9. ^\jm3uj 3 Report of ihe Anchcob^kal Sttfrey of ftxlA for 1910^34, Pti.! «nd f [. 

lO. Arwod Report of the GmlnJ Mtiutuin, L^hore^ for |'939^36v 

DfCna^ARV AND BOOKS OF REFERENCE. 

11« Pfocndirifi end TreniKtioni of eJI Indio Orienlil CHiferen^c 4 t Bofode. Docembof 

im 

M. Some Off liw ArebfcoJogkftl find* el lekf Stitr. 




EPIGRAPHY. 

13. EpViphU tndicb, Vol. XXI, Pl 7- 
14-17, EplETipl^^ ftid^ci, VoL XXIf, Pib 4-7. 

, 1^. Reporl OD the 12 wppei pleic iiucf^ptione found ot Ghnmli. by ^^ileke-Mkbopedhyiyi H» 

H. SluitrL 

19. Methun Torm-Corta, by V. S. A^rewili* Eiq,. S^A, U- R- 

*HISTORY. 

«20. Kertwtak Hulodul Rcvfcw, Vol. Jf,N». I It2. 

t 

JOURNALS. 

21-24. Journal of ihe Uiuveruty of Bunbn^, VJ. IV.Pti L4lt6endVc4.V. Pl. L 
25- Bulirtin of the RalEei My«isra, Scria B % No^.!. 

26. Andcol fidlis, by Mr. KaruKllW. 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

27. Hindoo Alt in hi Socul SctEingi by Min P. Duboik. M A, PhX), 

28^29. Uit of ibe ArtliwhlojiJeel Photo-ne§al3vcb. Pli, | mwi | L 

BOi- Cdlirctiom ImparLuiteb by J. Sehulmm. 

21, A haod^ook of Ganliee, by M r. M. B. Cnfie. ' 

22. Priooe flf Walci M luetim Rylei^ 

LrTEFbVTURE. 

33-26. Bfooldyn Mluntn Quarterly, VcJ. XXIf I, Nca. 1-4. 

MEMOIRS. 

37-3&. Nfetnohi of i3» Arebaadafp^J Survey of fndia. Not* 49^5L 

NUMISMATICS, 

39. Cilalo^^ edm of Gujafli &i]tai» in the Priiice of Wild Mineiui], &E4llboy. oomp^ 
b) Mr. U R. Sbflbal* 


s 


/A 

• Gi) 

. ANNUAL REPORTTS, cit 
L Annuil BQ^b^iphy oC Indwi An:tu»tofly ^ \%4h 

2. AicliBCildgkal Surrey df Indiii,. VqL XXX I l‘~‘^^AKhitectajfiJ Aniiqiidbef in NortKem 

GuimL 

3r AncliMlafiipMl Survey af Jn[iu« Vol. XXIIT—^f&konmie^ip! Al^dbieduff. 

4, Alldqu^» D^l¥sl III Cuipr^l; by iurgeL. 

BUDDHISTIC BOOKS. 

5r CK*tuJvW»h«y Mr, 

fimldluiL Art in Indii, Java And by J[. Ph. Vogd, 

DiCriaNARY AND BOOKS OF REFERENCE 

7. Quetieer orf iIk Bombiy VciL It Pt It—HiMwy <jf Kotibm, Dddon, eic. 

GUIDES. 

8-10. Britiib Mufeum QiMHErly. Vol, X. No*. 1 A 4 j VdI» XL N-u, 4. 

H-ll. Ain4-AkbAd, VbL I. Pit, 1-3. 

14. FrackuM BbAiAlA VajiIu^ V'dI. JL (itt Gu)Ami), by Dr, ShAti. 

Tbe Siliktn nf Wwitm Wu. by A. S. Ahcbr. 

16. Indu And Java* by Dr, BL R. Outtei^, PliJJ. (LhhI), D.LiEL (PuniibJ. 

17. PopdAf Hutory of Eiifitnd. by R P. C. CuisoL 

18. Outlinu of EufopcAfl HistOfyp Pt. R by Robbton tnd 
m, R«9din(El m EurApotn Hblory^ Vol. U, by Robmton. 

journals. 

20. J^djAn CuJlurc, fnilciC Id Vid. IJ. 

21-24. Ibbiin Cti w Vol. IL No. 4 - Vul. I1L Not. I to I. 

23^26, journal «f ibe GjaaIct India Sodety^ Vol. IlL N«, I tnd 2, 

’‘27-30. Antk|idiyAoLX.Nof.3&-40: Vld,XL^k4l. 

31-35. bilizin Art And kittin. Vol V[|t. No. 2. 

• Vol. iXN^tl mdl. 

Vol. X, Koi.lAnd2. 

36-39, Antulf of dio BhAmlArEcAr Rct^icb 

Vol. XVILPl*.2^. 

VoL XVULPlL 

40-4L Joumd of Indkn Hrti»r>, Vaf, XV. Fii. I and 2. 

42-45. PdcHiA OrientiJift, Vol 1, Not M. 

LtrER/^TURE. 

# 

^ 4l^ Aakilic M>'tbolofy, bj’ J. Hodun. 

47- fiKiun btATAhine in Oiuu and lir £Aft, by P* L. MiiLArii^ 

" " 48. Sodal lift in Anatmi fndtA, by bi C. Cb*iilaJ*f. 

4fl. Ijidian icifl u fn o a cm iba Biofiltare of Jttvi Afki Ball by H. B. StrUr^ 

50, /Xofxnt IndUn CulUifO in AJpluoulAn,, by Dr. U. N. GImmIiiI* M A. Pb.D. 

51. Vol. II, MAndALAA2-^, mlb SayindcbifyA a CfAunqilaf^'* 

/ NUMISWATtCS, 

52^. ^urrikin,^aflaiW. VoLXL|V,l>i,^ 

6tb-62. NicmiiniAtic Gicultr, Vol* XLV^ PW. 1-3+ 




24 

APPENDIX "D". 

lirt ^ Blodn prspuiHi ilnriiit tb* jw 1S9U1 

IQ5. Ablodc d[ hrakwtteBr^knin^ iForActual 

f BudAL / R^wft 


[9^ A bi^ cf two KtiKco iiwcgc* of I 


1 


365-349. rifvciiidbtt 
h; And 31^ 

350 

351 

352 


/\PPENDIX **E 

List ol Nefitivte pripwod dmiof 1936^. 

313^^ 49 t liucfiptionl gki^jiled ill tht Itcw Epigraphjgl 

.. Sum <if Buddlu (2). 

Two bitHve Sortitc ima^ei^ 


OuEidn^ti IW eom^ 




I 



Sub-Committee in ch^ge of the Section. 

The Sub-Committee of Trustees who administefed the affairs of the 
NaturaJ History Section duririg tlw year eomprised Rev, Fr. 


F. Caiua, SJ. (Chairman). Dewan Bahadur K. M. Jhavcn (nominal^ 
bv the Board of Tnisteca) and Mr. S. H. Prater. On hia return to India 
Mr. P. M. D. Sanderson was re-nominated to represent the Society on 
the Board gf Trustees, and on the 1 tth November 1936 he was re-elccled 
Chairman of the Sub-Committce in place of Rev. Fr. (jiua who 


FinancTe. 


The funds for the maintenance of the Section were partly provided 
from a grant of Rs. 29J00 received from the Government of Bombay. 
The transfer of the Natural History Section to the nw wing and the 
instflllation of the collections in the new galleries entailea heavy e^cpenditute 
^ which could not he met from the ordinary Government grant. 

The annual grant paid by Government to the Museum is based on 
salaries payable to the staff. Beyond making an initial grant of 
Rs. -fOpOO to cover the cost of installing the Society s collections in the 
Museum in the year 1921. Government have made no further sp^al 
grants to iht section to meet the cost of show cases J*nd equipment. 1 he 
’ section has been dependent for this provision cither on f unds rais^ 
by ^he Society of on saving from the Government grant effected by 
reducing or otherwise limiting espenditure^ on salaries. A reference to 
the abstracts of statement of aeewnts submitted annually to Government 
will indicate that the total revenue accruing to the Section from the grants 
made by Government between the years 1921 and 1936 amounted^to 
Rs. 3 . 9 IOOO. the total expenditure amounted to Rs. 4,243W-l 5-0, The 
deficit amounting to Rs. 27300 15-0 has been met partly by interest on 
investments and sales of publications and partly by conlributiom 
J amounting to Rs, 14,730-9-6 maifc to the section from time to time by 
the Swiety. TTiis was the position when the section was transferred 
pf the new wing in 1936. Government has so far made no provision 
to meet the cost of transferring and installing the collections in the new 
building. To meet this eicpenditure the Socie^ ^made contributions 
amounting in all to Rs. 10,357-4-0 from subscriptions raised specially 
for the purpose. In addition, to meet urgent enpenses, the Society 
advdheed the section a sum of Rs. 5,000 from its revenues, and in July 


1^6, the B^rd of Trustees of the Museum granted the section a loan 



of Rs, 2,m In Aup«tit 19^ Chaimian of the Sub-Commitfee 
drw (he attenlicm of the Board of Tmstees to the urgent need of ^nancial 
affiistance fmm Government, if the work of installing the coUeclions In 
the new wing was to be completed Mlisfactorily. The Trustees had 
n^e sp«ial grants to the Ait and Archaealogir^ Sections to meet 
addition^ eicpcnAtnre incurred in the extension of these sections in the 
new building. The Natural History Section under the terms of the 
^ting agreement, can make no claim on the Trustees for such assistance, 
It IS de^ndant solely on Government which has accepted the 
rwponsibiljty for lU proper maintenance. In August 1935, an appllca- 
tion was submitted to Government by the Chairman of the Board of 
Irustees for a special non-recurring grant of fU. 17.500 to enable the 
section to reiay Joans amounting In ali to Rs. 7.500 received from the 
bociet>^ and the B<Mrd of Trustees 4 nd lo cover the cost of complchng 
rT ^ ^oclioii in the new wing which is estimated to cost 

In Februaiy 1937 an mtimation was received from Government that 

would be made to the section In 
the year i ;37-38 subject to sanction by the Legislatures. Constitutional 
conges have delayed the consideration of this provision, but the shortage 
ot lunds has senously affected the progress of the work and will delay 
the opening of the section to the public. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Trustees of the Sir Satan Tata 
Lhamies, the Society received a donation of Rs, 2,000 for the Museum 
which provided t«ij|»rary relief. We take this opportunily of expressing 
our thanks to the donors for their generous assistatvte. section 

has once again to aclmowJcdge its indebtedness lo Mr. F. V. Evarff. who 

for the Fish providing exhibits andj^show 

The MaturoJ History Section was referred to especially at the 
Conference of the Museums /Wiabon held at Leeds in August 1536. 
where Mr. Markham, the senior author of the Report on Museums in 
India, described Us ga lenes as amongst the best in the world and worthy 
of every attention. It should be stated that the generosity of various 
pnvate agencies and individuals has contributed substantially to this 
achiei>emcnt. 

THE RESEARCH COLLECTIONS. 

Work vras continu^ during the year on the cataloguing and indexmg 
Ll ■ ''t 2 "- oollections continue to be housed 

pS. "f WI room, at 6. Apollo Street, and partly In the 

Knnce of Wala Musimm. It is most unfortonale that the funds at 
the disposal of the Trustees were in sufficient to provide for the 
completion of the entire new wing as originally planned—w'here prowsiorr 
was made for the proj^r accommodation of the reference coJlecbtois. 
Ihc existii^ accommr^tion for these collections is both maufficlcflt 
and nnsuitahle and adds greatly to the labour of caring for them and 


mtroduccs a considerable element of riab for their safety fmm fir* and 
damage in other ways. Mr, Markham who inspected these collections 
durin;^ his s:orve>' of Museums in India, while he esspressed sattsfacHon 
as to their general condition, commented strongly on the insecurity of 
the present accomnKMlation. Belter provision for the housing of the 
study coll^ions is an imperativo ne^ of the Natural History Section. 
Its coHecbons of Mammaisp Birds and Rutiles are perhaps the most 
important collections available to students in the East and it is the duty 
of those responsible for their safe keeping to draw' the attention of 
Government to the wholly unsuitable condition under w'hieh these 
cotlections are now housed. 

M&mrmh*- During the year material from the collections comprising 
the CoFTif/m {Wolves, FoxeSi Wild Dogs) and the (Martens+ 

Weasels, etc,) were forwarded to Mr. P<^odi of the Bntph Museum, 
for study in connection with his revision of Blonford s Afumrnnfia- 
A revision of the genus Fu/pes based on this material was published 
by Mr. Pocock in the Jourmt of the Bombay Natural History Socidy 
during the year under review. 

BirJs.- References have been made In previous reports to the collectj^ 
made by members of the Museym stuff in the Eastern Ghats, The 
&ientific Results of this Survey are being puhlishi^ in a series of reporta 
in the Journal of the Bombay NaturJ Hi9ior>' Society. Parte XII! and 
XIV w^ere published dunng the year. TTiey deal with the Birds of Prey, 
Pigeons, Dov», Game Birds, Wader-^ and include the descriptions of 
two new races: the Gsybn Created Goshawk (AsIuf Irwirgatm tayordi) 
and a West Himalayan form of the Besra Sporrow Hawk (i4ccfpiYcr ikTgaius 
J^Amip'iinsfs). Reports were also published in the Socie?y s Journal 
the collectirpi made in Travancore by Mr. Salim A. AJi and Mr, E. 

- Henricka of the Museum staffs 

Bifd$ of Bon^bay ami Sbbef/e.“Since the publK^ation of Eha s classic 
work on dhe Common Birds of Bombay* a considerable advance has h«n 
made in our knowledge of the classification and distribution of Indian 
Birds- Mr. Salim A, Ali and Humayun Abdulali have undertaken the 
production of an up-to-date account of the Birds of Bombay and Salsettear 
based on material in the Muficum collections and on notes and oollections 
made by the authors and members of iKe Museum staff, TTe work 
Will contain notei on field identification and hahJls of the speciea. It ts 
being issued as part of the series of pamphlets on the Fauna of Bombay 
and Salsette^ published by the Natural History Section of the Museum. 
Tfle w’ork will provide a useful guide to students interested in the Bird 
life of Bombay and its suburbs. 

Refiiilcs.- Assktance was also given to Dr. Malcolm Smith, Curator of 
Reptiles in the British Museum, who is writing the new 'volume on 
Reptiles in the Fauna of British India^ Serfs. During the year 
D* Malcolm Smith was given the opportunliy of studying the Cot^ridt^ 
and Fipendffi in the Museum collections which have now been revised by 
him and returned. 
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^ usual lissistance was accord^ to vaHoua hospitals and dispensan** 
d to private mdividjials m the Jndcntjfication of snakes, etc. sent to the 
^ emu an a copderable amaunt of corre^idence was entered into 
with various enquirers on Natural History subjects. 

wllMtions of the Museum have been greatly ^enriched by 

Idn rf" of the Deccan StVeam; .md Lak« 

™de by Dr. A G. Fr^r. IJVfX>.. at D«JaJj and Poona. The 
«II«lion8 wefc forward^ to Dr. S. L. Hom of the Indian Museum, 
f he mater^ has prov^ invaluable to Dr. Ho« in hi, rivision of 
the Uays Volume on Fishes in the Fauna of British India Series, 
^mbfic Reports on these collections are now in course of 

prcpfl rfl tion i> 


THE PUBLIC GALLERIES. 

The g^leries of the S^tion rernained closed to the public during the 

JJllLli. work of installing the collections is still in 

progress. Attention has already been drawn elsewhere in the report to 

SLw''®® retarded the work considembly. Neverthelca,, 

Itiantai mainly to the generous financial assistance received from private 
source,, progress wm made in all the galleries during the year. 

Mammal Gallery, 

raring the year work was concentrated mainly on the five large habitat 
^oups v^jch are built in alcoves along the north wall of the^gailerv. In 
May im M^Vallee the artist was sent to the BilliglrirangT^dk in 
Mysore to make stodiw for the painting of the bad^ound of the Bison 
Jjroup. He aUo had the opportunity of making sketches in the deciduous 
forest in the adjoining plains for the Spotted Dwr group and collected 

“ccessone,. On his return he compleledt the 
two groups, and painted the backgrounds for the 
Kaslrotr Stag groups, from ftudics made in 
the Ucc^ plains, Ass^ and Kashmir. The modelling of the plants. 

wS^If ..1 undertaken and the 

work of mounting the animals was commenced. 

Pre«nt it is proposed to use the existing fine specimen of the 
bulJ Bison in the group of these animals. It is to be shown with a tow , 
Md calf m attendance. TTie manikin for the cow was prepared during ' 

the ywr as well as five manikins of male, female and young for the 
JJIacxbuck group. 

The Tiger group, shown in the old Museum, was rebuilt during the 
year oji a sfightly larger scale. This involved the repainting of the back¬ 
ground and the preparation of additional accessories. The grouji was 
rornpet ^uring the year. A second group which was recoi 3 struc|ed 
IS the Kashmir btag group. The fine treatment of the backgroun'd, 
which repre«nts a scene in the Liddar ValW. Kashmir, the trees and 
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of the foregrotiEid nil combine to provide a beautiful setting for the 
Stag. Thanks to the generasit}-^ of the Kashmir Darbar* a complete set 
of skins arxl skeletons of a Kashmir Stag^ a Hind and fawn were obtained 
especially for this group by the Game Warden^ KasHmirf to whom our 
dianlcs are due. 

The sysjjfmatic series of Mammals* occupying the entire length of the 
south wdl of the gallery* is cxjntinued in esaes set against the pilLrs which 
divide the alcoves in which the groups are buOt. During the year the 
preliminary' arrangement of the eachibits in these cases was undertaken. 
Many of the specimens will require replacement but this is a work .which 
must be left for the future. 


One of the problems in this gallcf 7 w^as to protect the wail surface of 
the entrance and eitit and the eseposed plaster work of the pillars between 
the groups from being soiled. It is proposed to cover the lower wall 
surface with a panelting of 3’-p]y wood stained to a suitable colour. Part 
of the panelling was completed, during the year. It adds oonsiderably 
to the beauty of the gallery and provides a dignified setting for the groups 
and cases. 


Bird Gallery. 

The installation and arrangement of the collections in this gallery are 
almost compjete. A distinctive architectural feature in the galleries of the 
^ new wing is that the w'indows are situated at a height of B ft. from ground 
level. This cuts off direct light from the show cases and directs the 
volume of Ji^t into them from above, thus providing the most satis^ctory^ 
method of lighting* The raising of the level of the windows also leav^ 
a continuoua unbroken wall surface below and so provides the maximum 
^ ' exhibition area. The show cases in the bird gallery measure 7 ft. 
_ height and 18 ins, in depth- They are aligned consecutively along 
wijls of the gallery. The fourth walL that facing the entrance, contains 
3 large habitat groups. Such cases as occupy the floor are relegated to 
the centre leaving ample space for the drcoUtion of visilorsH As these 
floor cases do not exceed 3 ft. in height, there is nothing to obstruct the 
view of the gallery as a whole. The impression on entering h one of 
^ spdciousn^, to which is added the pleasing effect of an attractive colour 
scheme. The dark green of the show caseSr the paler green of the walls, 
the Aluminium metai frames of the glass frontage of the groups all combine 
. ^ produce a harmonious and pleasing impr^ion. 

beautiful dioramas confront the visitor on entering. A nesting 
iiolony of Flamingoes forms the centre piece. The buds are seen sitting 
upon or standing by their curious cone-shaped ncsts» some of the nes ts 
contain eggs and others young in various stages of development. The 
painted background and m correct handling of the pei^pective gives the 
impression of a vast colony of hundreds of birds seen in the open setting 
of^hc d^rt: in the distaitcc is the low outline of the hilU and over all 
• the glowing light of sunrise. In Nature such a flamingo city ** inhabited 
by hundreds pf birds in their roseate breeding plumage offers a scene 





of In^nbabJe beauty given to few to see. That we are able to 
rpioduce the s«ne m the Museum, we owe to the generosity of H. H. 
the of GjtcK and the memEien of the expedition which brought 

iMck alJ the nwesiary material for the group. Paintings 'were made of 
the actual nesting ground iti the desert of the Rann of Cutch, photographs 
taken, poster oasts of the nests were made end parents and Wng birds 
group was completed during the yc^. It was 
built by Mr. C. McCann. TTie birds were mounted by Mr. E, Henricks 
and the background painted by Mr. H. N. Wandrebr. 

Two other diora™ were completed during the year. One of them 
Shows a Gnfon Vulture with young perched on ledge of a vertical cliff; 
below IS a bi^-eye view of the Ulas river winding over the level plain 
and beyond the^out ine of^e * Cathedral Rocks “ a familiar landmark on 
the road hrom l5orn^y. The second group illustrates the huge accumula- 
on or sUcKSr dr^d mughs itnd Jbranches which make up the nest of the 
Lapimtreeyer. Outside the nest is golgotha of animal remains—of legs 
and btmes whole or shattered. The nest is roughly lined with masses 
of wool which rorm a bed for a ^y L^mmergeyer in its smokey-brown 
down plumage. The mother bird is seen in attendance and nearby, 
sitting on a pinnacle of rock Is the male bird, a magnificent creature. Tlie 
cavern of tf» nest is overhung by a mass of rock, below is the sunlit vaJIey 
and ncble wiling of the Simla Hills, The Uckgroiind was 

painted by Mr. Va]l« from studies made at the nesting site, the group 
was constructed by Mr. Mcann, the birds mounted by Mr. Henricb 
whiJe the plants and other accessories arc the work of Mr. Gilbert, 


^e cases showing the classified scries of birds are arranged along the 
wails of the ^lere and are interspaced with 12 small groups ilhstraring the 
nesting ^bits of vanous birds. Four of these groups wegc completed 
L Si 1 ” 1936 thrw others were finished, "niey Illustrate- 

the Black^ppcd Blackbird mrula rugnpitemX the Western Tregopart 
U fernminc^) and the Great Indian Hombill (JDicAoferoj 

:ae last is a reconstruction of the old group which ig now 
shown in a finer setting. 

The arrangement of the classified series of exhibits in 14 large w^ll 
cas« was completed during the year. The birds are grouped in 
sj^ton^tic order, each family is illustrated with examples of the more 
typical species. Particular care has been taken to avoid overcrowding 
and undue multtpjjcatiou of species, as such the visitor is given a clear . 
syn(^si3 of Indian bird life, classified according to families, genera and ' 
3p«ies. As far as possible, m each family one species is chown to provk*- 
*T P'cee . It 18 shown against an appropriate painted oV' 

photographic fMcfeground illustrative of its particular habitat The 
centm piece adds co^idcrably to the general Interest of the sjTitemalic 
Coiiection. Lach family is dearly demarcated with strips of beading 
painted to match the background. During the year two large floor erases 
exhibiting the Ducks and the Pheasants. These 
ground birds show up much better on floor coses than they do in vert^l 
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Sepliles, Fishe« and Amphibleiu. 
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Fishes, Reptiles and Amphibians are exhibited in a single gallery. 
Three large dioramas occupy the north wall of the gallery. These include 
a submsrii^ group of Sharlcs which forms the centre piece. The second 
is designe/to show a 2» ft. Reticulate Python in the setting of a Malay 
Jungle, i^ile in ih^hird. Ugger-head Turtles ate seen coming ashore 
10 lay lh«r The entire east wall of the gallery is occupi^ with 

the classified collision of fish« They are shown in 14 large vertical 
cases arranged in bays, each bay being lit hy- a window let into the wall 
above the evel of the show cases. The south wall of the galJcTi' is 
pierced with tisa large openings which provide the wlndmi-s for two 
^^tic groups illustrating Sea Snalccs in a coral reef and the nesting 
iMbiti of a fish known loaliy as the Couiumi. Along the west wall of 
the gall^^a senrs of dak ases is provided for exhibiting the classified 
Kties of Snakes, Lizards. Tortoises and Frc^. The desk cases have 
b«n built « as to nti ise the space below the desk far small groups 
dluslraling the habits of the species shown in them. As the floors of the 
desk case are of ground glass the light penetrates to the groups 

below. Reptiles look best m these floor cases and their location below 
the systematic exhibits, both adds to the Interest of the collection and 
makes for economy of spoce. 


1 ^ FuAo.—The Submanne diorama Group of Sharks which farms the 

central group in the gallery was completed during the year. TTie farms 
represented are the Gangetic Shark (CorcAanVts gatigeliaa), the BlK^flnra^ 
SJiark (C. jnefflfarrah), the Brown Shark (Odontospif tnaupidalm) 
and the Hammer-hesded Shark (Zi/gana WocAtf), The spedes arc 
, . presented ,by models prepared hy Mr. Jog whose skill deserves great 
» ^faise. The under-water eff«t in the diorama, which is most realistic. 

been achieved partly by lighting and partly by the treatment of the' 
. * oaclfgrotind and of the frontage of the caae. The haclc^ound 
spray-pamtetl by Mr^ Von Djiburig. whose clever hamming of the subject 
ha* rq^rixJuced the syblJe gradation* of tone From the density of the 
lower depths to the tranaparcncy of the sun-lit surface waters. This 
effect has been accentuated by concentrating the play of dectric light 
^ on the upper areas of the painted background. The lights are placed in 
luxta-position with the background and conceals from view by means of 
^ a dc^ie ceiling. The volume of light coming up fr&m behind silhouettes 
* — the nshes and the aqueous effect ia further incntased by treating the glass 
^^fgntage with a fine layer of transparent varnish tinted to the required 
^^Rac. The treatment of so lai^ an area of gloss in this way requires 
sldnful handlingi The varnish, the consistency of which is reduced hy 
dilution with spint, was poured along the top edge of the glass which was 
placed at a convenient angle so that the m^ium flowed evenly over the 
surfaje and gravitated towards the bottom- In thi* way the density of 
the varnish in the lower area of the glass is increased, ff necesiry the 
9^ di^si^ of the lower part of the glass can be still further increased by 
j spraying varnish with a spray pump. Class treated in this way provides 







ftn excellent medimn for representins under-witer effects. p^rtioilarJy^ 
if ils effect is combined with the correct painting of the badeground and 
the appropriate lighting. 

TJie cla$$iRed series of fishes consists exclusively of casts mmle in 
vw and papitrma€hL\ Moulds oi 123 species have b«o tfeen so far 
from fresh specimens. Thirty-seven casts were prepared ^ring the 
year. We are particu/arly indebted to Dr. A. G, Fraser who collected 
several fresh water fishes In Poona and Oeolalt and sent them to the 
Museum packed In ice in a condition suitable for casting. Our thanlca 
are also due to Dr* S* L. Hora of the Indjan Museum who secured for us 
a spMmen of the Indian Tront {Bmlttis hola). Dr. Hora also very 
kindly revis^ and brought up-to-date for us the scientific names adopted 
jn the labelling of the specimens. 

The wall area above the fish cases has been decorated with mumis w'hich 
are the jmrk of Mr_ Vallee. The central mural covering an area of 
30 X fi ft** illustrates the fishing industry in Bombay and i$ based on studies 
made by the artist m the local fishing villages and on photographs. The 
painting shows the type of boats used In fi^hingp tbc landing and ^^rting 
of the mb* and the methods used in drying the Iambus '' Bombay Duck 
In the background is a fishing village where fisher folk are occupied in 
painting the boats, cleaning and repairing the nets. 

Work was concentrated during the year mainly on the 
preparation of casts of various snakes^ lizards* turtles and tortoises* Among 
thm was the cast of an 8 ft^ Mugger (Crocodt/tw p^dastm), taken from 
a fresh speamcn presented by the Victoria Gardens^ BombayA|i 
extraordinai^ life-like model of the reptile has been produced—the head* 
b^y and limbs were moulded in plaster white the portion'of the taS^ 
wth its double crest of plates has been done in paprermocAii^ to avc^ 
rtak of breakage, ^ 

m 

As ri^ards stakes* the Section already had a series of casts sufficient 
bo provide the nucleus of a systofiatic collection. During the year* casts 
of 5 species of sea snakes were taken. The casts of two King Cobras 
were completed and painted* The twoexampUd of this snakci measuring 
a little over 12 ft* in lengthy are nowshowm in a large floor case occupying 
the centre of the gallery. One of the King Cobras is seen rearing up, 
other coiled up among the dead leaves and rank vegetation* character'- 
jstic of the Wet forest where these snakes usually live. The M ft* cast 
of the MaJay Python was completed and painted during the year and^s 
now ready for introducing into the large habitat group, where it will b^* 
the central figure► Four small snake groups were also oomplebed during 
^e year. Tbese^ Include a Russell Viper with its brood of youngs 
illustrating ovi-viviparous snakes,and a Cobra (oviparous snakes). A Green 
Whip Snake seen coiled amongst the leav^m* flowers and tendrib of a erteper 
provides a perfect example of colour assimilation^ while the fourth group 
sho^i^ a Checkered Water Siiake in a lotus pooL Colour varieties of tfSs 
species arc introduced to illustrate variation. 
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Lizards. —Except for its spirit coLlechon, the Section pos^s^ no 
lizards suitable for exbibJtian. Work durin|^ the >'ear Mras corLcentratcd 
on prcpaKog^casla of typical Indian species, Twcnti'-sevcji casts were 
completed. Fresh spcciiriens were obtained for casting as far as possible 
but in macy instances vre had to use spin! ^^ecimens. These are not 
always salTsfactory as they tend to become shrivelled and distorted^ but 
it was found that touch of this disappears if the specimen U pgutt^ly 
skinned and Riled with day to restore the natiiral form. If then set 
in a natural attitude* quite good moulds may be prepared from such 
apecynens. 


Tarioiscs md Turtles*—Work was commenced dunng the year on the 
preparation of a large diorama illustrating the breeding habits of the 
Logger-head Turtle. Numbers of these turtles come ashore cvery^ year 
near Bombay to lay tbeir eggs. The scene selected for the ^oup is the 
pahn fringed beech at Malad near Bombay, The turtles for this group 
were cast during the year. Casts were also made of various species for 
the systematic ooHection. These include a specimen of Tj-iDnyx gan^li^ 
the Soft-shelled Turtle of the Ganges obtained through the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 


Invertebrate Section* 

The funds at present available are insufficient tq provide for the full 
complement of show cases for this Section and the phuis for this gallery' 
have to be held in abeyance until hnanciil assistance is received from 
f^vcmmenl. In the meanwhile work is being carried out on the 
aVangement of the Insect Cases* The speehnecK arc being repla^ 
i were necessary* Paper labels and diagrams are being replaced with lal^b 
Aif cellophane. While the work has involved considerable amount of time 
p-^ntl labour* it nev«thcJcas marks a vast improvement on the old systOT 
of Eabelling—not only in attractiveness but also in durability, _ The 
replacement of the cork sheets on which the insects were formerly pinned 
with vitrolite and the paper UbeU. with labels in glass and cellophane 
have banished the unsightly mottling and discolouration which detracted 
■ so much from the appearance of these cases and which involved constant 
labour and expense in replacement. 


LiA&lting .—Enquiries have been received from various Museums both 
, ^ in India and abroad as to the precise method employed in^ the prepara- 
Iron of cellophane labels. This type of labelling, was first introduced in 
Natural History Section and was the result of several expertments 
carried out to provide a label which would be proof against deterioration 
from climatic or other causes. An explanatjon of the methods employed 
may be of some practical value to those desirous of introducing this 
.mctl^ of labelling. The cellophane used k supplied in sheets available 
from MessrsV Cburtaulds* Ltd,, Rampart Row^ Bombay, who are the 
^ iiftnufacturers* ^nts in India. The glass used for the labels is oil 
to the required size* the edges being ground or bevelled. The medium 
■ • employed for^ticking the printed UbeJ to the glass is pure gum arable 
^ «o-iBI£Y6?-3 ^ 
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is brushed evenly over the surface nf the gl^. The label cut to 
a aiic dtghtly larger than the glass, is immersed in water and applied ^ 
qgicicly and evenly to the gummed surface. It is smoothed down with 
blotting paper and a rubber roller. Ibis requires a little practice to avokl 
v^Tinliling or air biMles. When dry. the ovedapplng edges cl the labeb 
are trimmed with a rmor blade, ^idcs print, cellophane %ds itself 
equally to the preparation of diagrams. Water-proof Indian .nS should 
be used for this and if the diagrams are to be coloured, this is done either 
with water-proof inks "or with oil colours* Cellophane .and glass labels 
are iransparent and take tbeir colour from the painted background of 
the coiK in which thegf are u^ed- So employed ibcy^ harmoni^ perfectly 
and are not ufinecesoardy obtrusive, but in inataiices wlwc it Is necessary 
to colour the label this is done by spraying the reverse with paint of the 
required shade* 

Reference has been made In the last Annual Rqaoit to the painting of 
the show cases in the various galleries of the Section* For desk and floor 
cases which are Bubjert to constant handling by visitors, it been 
found necessary to protect those portions of the frame wort which come 
most into contact with the hands of visitor's, with a covering of aluminium 
metal. Aluminium is available in strips of various widihs and is 
supplied in three quaiities—highly polished, satin finiah and raw. 
Experiment has shown that the raw metal is most suilable, it does 
not show finger prints and is easily cleaned with warm water and is 
inesqjcnsive* 

I cannot dose this report without apocial reference to the work of 
Mr* C- McCanUt the insistent Curator, whose sklli and cnthusiai>rrk 
has contributed fio much to the success of the work carried out during 
the year. • 1 

S. H, PRATER, I 
Curator, Natural Hiatory Section. 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS ON SALE AT THE 
/ MUSEUM. 






1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4 . 

5. 

6 . 

7, 



The. Western Pictures and Modern Indian 
Pictures 

R$. ft. 

0 6 

P- 

0 

each- 

Guide to the Aft Section 

0 12 

0 

1 + 

Guide to the Arabic and Persian [nGCfiptiDns in 
the Epigraphicfll Gallery 

0 

6 

0 

■11 

Guide to the Buddhistic Section ^. 

0 

6 

0 


Guide to the Brahmanicai Gslkiy' 

0 

9 

0 

it 

Guide to the Brahmanital Gallery {in Guja^^^i 
and in Marathi) 

D 

4 

0 

II 

Guide to the Gallery of Miscellaneous 
Antiquities 

0 

8 

0 

TP 

Guide to the Natural Hislorj^ Section 

1 

0 

0 

11 

The Snbkes of Bomhay Island and Salsetle 

1 

0 

0 

IT 

Snake Chart 

1 

0 

0 

W* 

The Women of the xAjanta Caves . ^ 

1 

0 

0 

tt 

The Art of Elephanta .. 

I 

S 

0 

11 

Essays c?n Mogul Art .. 

10 

0 

0 

k* 

Garne Fishes of Bombay 

2 

0 

0 

f I 

dndian Coloured Pictures 

0 

8 

0 

It 

Pradiin Lipipatnka (EngJish) 

0 

4 

0 

If 

Prachin LipipatTialca (Guiamti) 

0 

4 

0 

11 

Halaman jethava^s Duha 

0 

6 

0 

it 

Catalogue of the Coins of the Sultans of 
Gujarat 

5 

0 

0 

it 


Picture poll cards of the various exhll»ts in the Museum are 
onis anna eacit. 
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